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ISoP went to Singapore 

 
 
The ISoP-Asia Symposium 2013 held from 19th to 
21st March in Singapore was attended by 78 
representatives from 22 countries.   
In addition to the lectures given by ISoP Executive 
Committee members and representatives from the 
WHO-Uppsala Monitoring Centre, the 
Symposium gave representatives from Asian Health 
Authorities the opportunity to present the status 
of the pharmacovigilance systems in their countries 
and to report recent achievements.  
The six panel discussions interacting with the 
audience addressed the impact on safety of the 
diverse medical practice across Asia, the challenges 
faced for improving adverse event reporting, as well 
as the country-specific factors to be considered for 
implementing risk minimisation methods. 
Interestingly, there was a clear consensus to 
support efforts to further harmonise safety 
regulatory requirements as appropriate across Asia 
especially within the ASEAN area, and for 
upgrading national safety databases to reach 
E2B compatibility.   
Based upon the feed-back forms completed by a 
majority of participants, the Symposium met  
and for some even surpassed, the expectations of 
the audience  to the extent that comments were 
received such as  the best pharmacovigilance conference 
organised in the region so far.  
The combination of academic and country 
presentations as well as the importance given to 
panel discussions were viewed positively.  There is 
a clear demand for renewing this event in the 
future, and looking to extend participant even 
further beyond the 22 countries that participated 

to include for example China and Japan next time, 
and focusing on specific topics such as 
causality assessment, signal detection, audits and 
inspection, and risk minimisation methods suitable 
for Asian countries. ISoP is committed to follow-up 
on this first ISoP-Asia Symposium. 
Non-members who registered at the ISoP-Asia 
Symposium became ISoP members from 1st 
January to 31st December 2013: a very warm 
welcome to these newcomers! 

More information about this course can be found at 
http://www.isoponline.org/index.php?page=training 
  

 
 

Course participants and faculty in Singapore 
 

 
Some speakers: JC Delumeau, I Wong, I Boyd, B Edwards, H Le Louet, M 

Tuccori, A Bate, M Wallberg, Y K Gupta  

 
 



 

IMMP / New Zealand 
ISoP President visits the New 
Zealand Intensive Medicines 
Monitoring Programme (IMMP) 
Following the ISoP meeting in Singapore in 
March, the ISoP President Prof Hervé Le Louet 
travelled to New Zealand (NZ) to visit the Intensive 
Medicines Monitoring Programme (IMMP) at the 
NZ Pharmacovigilance Centre, which is based at 
the University of Otago in the South Island of NZ. 
Prof Le Louet was hosted by Dr Mira Harrison-
Woolrych, Director of the IMMP and was 
impressed by the intensive systems of 
pharmacovigilance operating within the NZ 
Pharmacovigilance Centre.  The IMMP intensively 
monitors specific medicines – nationwide cohorts 
of patients are established from pharmacy 
dispensing data and patients are followed up by 
questionnaires sent to prescribers (for more 
information see http://www.otago.ac/immp).  The 
proactive methods employed by the IMMP enable 
calculation of the rates of adverse events as the 
denominator population is accurately established 
from dispensing data.  Prof Le Louet congratulated 
the IMMP on its continuing work – including the 
recent development of electronic data capture and 
many international publications - despite concerns 
about continuation of the programme into 2014 
because of funding issues. 
  
The visit to NZ also gave President Prof Le Louet 
and Dr Harrison-Woolrych the opportunity to 
discuss the Western Pacific Chapter of ISoP, which 
is co-ordinated by Dr Harrison-Woolrych.  The 
Singapore meeting added a further 32 members to 
the Western Pacific Chapter, increasing its 
membership to 72 members.  The new members 
are a welcome addition to the Western Pacific 
Chapter which includes ISoP members from 
several Asia-Pacific countries including Australia, 
Cambodia, China, Hong-Kong, Indonesia, Japan, 
Malaysia, New Zealand, Philippines, South Korea, 
Singapore, Taiwan and Thailand. 

 
Enhancing contacts to Asian 
countries 

There have been strong wishes from colleagues in 
Asian countries and from ISoP as well to enhance 
or to build up our contacts to health authorities 
and pharmacovigilance societies in Asia. The  

President Prof Hervé Le Louet, took the 
opportunity early this year to meet representatitives 
from the Korean health authority in Seoul and 
represenatives from the Chinese Ministry of 
Health CFDA in Beijing. All conversational 
partners welcome this initiative and agreed to 
strengthen the cooperation between ISoP and their 
countries. ISoP feels very confident that a closer 
cooperation will be of benefit for both sides and 
will finally strenghten pharmacovigilance in the 
Asian region. 

  
Mid-year Training course 
The next ISoP training course will take place in 
April 2014 in Zagreb, Croatia with an advanced 
course and the collaboration of the Croatian 
Agency for Medicinal Products and Medical 
Devices (Halmed). Venue and details about next 
year’s training will be provided in due course. 
 

ISoP 2014 in China  
There are currently talks to organize next year's 
Annual Meeting (ISoP 2014) in Beijing in October 
2014. Prof Ian Wong (University of Hong Kong) 
would chair the scientific committee. 
The 14th ISoP Annual Meeting (ISoP 2014) would 
follow the Annual Meeting of the National 
Centres within the WHO Medicine Safety 
Programme. More information in September at 
www.isoponline.org 
 
Call for Annual Meeting bids 
If you (or colleagues) would like your country to 
host the ISoP 2015 Annual Meeting, please contact 
the Administration Office and ask for the 
guidelines for bids. 
 

More News from ISoP 
 13th Annual Meeting – Pisa, ISoP 2013  
1st – 4th  Oct 2013 – website : isop2013pisa.org 
Deadline for abstracts submission is 20th May 
2013 
 
 In planning for next year’s Annual Meeting, are 
there any current issues or scientific 
topics/symposia you feel they should be included 
in the forthcoming scientific programme?  It would 
help us if you could provide us with your 
suggestions  as we would like to optimize the 
content of our Annual Meeting and to reflect our 



members’ wishes  

 Most of the presentations from the ISoP Annual 
Meeting held in Cancun last October are posted 
on the website of the society. To view them, please 
log-on 
at: http://www.isoponline.org/index.php?page=me
mbers-section 
To gain access to the presentations, you will have 
to register in the Members Section and follow 
instructions on screen 

 2012 ISoP General Assembly, during the 12th 
Annual Meeting, Cancun – Mexico.  Minutes are 
posted on the ISoP  website as well as the ISoP 
Strategic Development Plan report and the 
Members Survey report to which a substantial 
number of ISoP members have contributed (in 
Members section) ; go to 
http://www.isoponline.org/general-assembly.html 

 2013 ISoP General Assembly will be held 
during the 13th ISoP Annual Meeting in Pisa, Italy 
and will take place from 13.30 to 14.00 on 
Thursday 3rd October (Palazzo dei Congressi di 
Pisa)  
 
 Statutes and by-laws of the Society are posted on 
the ISoP website; visit 
http://www.isoponline.org/statutes.html 

 National Chapters: We look forward to the 
launch of the USA/Canada Chapter and the Israel 
chapter during the 13th Annual Meeting in Pisa, 
Italy, next October 
 
 UMC - International Training course in 
Pharmacovigilance 
20 May - 4 June 2013 - Uppsala, Sweden 
http://www.who-umc.org 
 
 New!   CIOMS Working Group on Vaccine 
safety 
A new CIOMS Working Group (WG) has been 
established to address issues related to the 
information exchange between stakeholders on 
vaccine safety. The forming of a new WG is linked 
to the activities of the Global Vaccine Safety 
Blueprint of WHO and its implementation plan, 
named the Global Safety Vaccine Initiative (GVSI). 
It is a global strategic plan that aims at assisting low 
and middle-income countries (LMIC) in their work 

with vaccine safety surveillance. The working group 
will have their first meeting at EMA, London, UK 
on 29th -30th May 2013. 
 

 ISoP 2013 in Italy 
13th Annual Meeting – Pisa, ISoP 2013  
1st – 4th October 2013  
(Palazzo dei Congressi di Pisa) 
 ' The Renaissance of pharmacovigilance ' 
www. isop2013pisa.org 
 

 
 
Call for Abstracts You are invited to 
submit an abstract(s) for presentation as a poster or 
oral presentation at the ISoP 2013 Annual 
Meeting http://isop2013pisa.org/abstracts  

This year the deadline for abstract submission is 
earlier: Closing date for submission of oral and 
poster abstracts is 20th May 2013. When 
submitting an abstract, presenters must register to 
attend the meeting and before an abstract can be 
accepted by the Scientific Committee. Abstracts 
must be submitted in ENGLISH. 
 
The scientific programme is almost completed with 
2 pre-conference courses on the agenda, and an 
exciting social programme included in the 
registration fee offering an affordable occasion for 
ISoP members to come to Italy. 
The ISoP Annual Meeting will take place a few 
days after the Annual Meeting of the National 
Centres within the WHO Medicine Safety 
Programme in Rome, and there is also a possibility 
to organize a joint session with the WHO Annual 
National Centres Meeting in Rome on 29th 
September 2013 with limited availability for 
participants to the ISoP Annual meeting (updates 
on the ISoP 2013 conference website 
isop2013pisa.org) 
 



Registration (discount for ISoP members): 
Save money and register now! Early bird 
registration can be made until 15th July 2013.  
Information : ISoP 2013 Conference Secretariat 
E-mail: isop2013@planning.it 
 

 
 
Provisional programme 
 
Tuesday 1st October  
Pre-conference courses / Full Day (08.00-18.30) 
Registration 

o Risk Management planning and activities: 
PAES and PASS 

o Adverse drug reactions: clinical approach 
and differential diagnosis as the basis of 
case quality 

Welcome reception 
 
Wednesday 2nd October (08.00- 18.15) 
 
Registration 
Welcome and opening ceremony  
Plenary session on ‘Risk and society’  
Coffee-break / Posters – Session A 
Session 1: Safety of antidiabetes drugs 
Session 2: Pharmacovigilance in emerging 
countries : counterfeit medicines and beyond 
Plenary session : Bengt-Erik Wiholm Lecture  
Lunch  
Session 3: Drug-induced gastrointestinal injuries 
Session 4: Pharmacovigilance in children   
Coffee-break / Posters – Session B 
CIOMS lecture : ‘Consideration for applying good 
meta-analysis practice to clinical safety issues’ 
Sessions 5 & 6 : Junior pharmacovigilance 
scientists fora 
 
Thursday 3rd October (9.00-17.30) 
 
Session 7: Pharmacovigilance of biotechnologics 

and activation immunotherapies (symposium) 
Session 8: Pharmacovigilance of neuropsychiatric 
drugs  
Coffee-break / Posters - Session C 
Session 9: Pharmacovigilance of biosimilars  
Session 10: Miscellanea (French language session)  
Lunch 
ISoP General Assembly (13.30-14.00) 
ISoP-ISPE joint session 
Coffee-break/Posters – Session D 
Conference Dinner 
 
Friday 4th October (09.00- 16.00) 
 
Session 11:  Pharmacovigilance around the skin 
Session 12 : Pharmacovigilance of women’s 
medicines 
Coffee-break 
Plenary session : Communication in 
pharmacovigilance : from internet media to social 
networks 
Session 13 : Surveillance on vaccines  
Session 14: Adverse drug reactions in the 
cardiovascular system 
Poster Prize Awards - Presentation for ISoP 2014 
and Closing Ceremony of ISoP 2013 
Lunch 
Satellite roundtable: ‘The PRAC – 
Pharmacovigilance Risk Assessment Committee’ 
 

 

CIOMS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CIOMS (Council For International Organizations 
of Medical Sciences) is an international, 
nongovernmental, non-profit organization (NGO) 
established in 1949 under the auspices of the 
World Health Organization (WHO) and the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO). For more than 
two decades, several different CIOMS Working 
Groups (WGs) have published reports covering 
specific areas of drug development and drug safety 
with the goal of achieving harmonization and 
standardization across regulatory jurisdictions.  



The independent status of CIOMS has permitted 
it to coordinate the contributions and expertise of 
senior scientists from research-based 
biopharmaceutical companies, national drug 
regulatory authorities, academia, and 
representative bodies of medical specialties to 
harmonizing and strengthening drug-safety 
surveillance measures. The scientists are invited 
based on their recognized specific expertise and, if 
required, in consultation with their background 
institution.  
CIOMS has presently five working groups on-going 
whereof four are within the area of drug safety and 
one on ethics in medical research.  
Planning ahead, CIOMS is happy to invite ISoP 
members to submit proposals of relevant topics 
for new working groups within the drug safety 
area that would benefit from global 
harmonisation.  
ISoP is an International Member of CIOMS 
http://www.cioms.ch/ 
 

Drug Safety journal 
Some changes with the online Drug Safety  
subscription: The ISoP official journal is under the 
new ownership of Springer as the publishing 
house. In order to activate the online access to the 
contents of Drug Safety , and as soon as the order 
has been submitted, ISoP subscribers (who have 
paid to access the journal) will receive an e-mail 
from Onlineservice@springer.com (and not 
anymore from Adisonline). Follow the link 
enclosed in the message and register into 
Springerlink. Your e-mail address will appear 
automatically and will be your username. Please 
choose a password and confirm to view the full 
content of the journal. That´s all!  

*Please check your Spam box regularly if you have 
not received any message from Springer.  

If you want to use another e-mail address, please 
sent a message to ISoP or to 
societyservice@springer.com asking for this change. 

LinkedIn ISoP group 
Members of the LinkedIn ISoP Group can post 
questions to the membership – for example, asking 
how others have handled a particular safety 
concern, or interpreted safety data or regulations. 
Make suggestions for research projects, training 

courses, put questions to the Executive 
Committee, make known to ISoP members your 
views on topical issues. You can also post job 
vacancies and tell members when and where you 
are travelling in order to meet up with friends and 
colleagues in different parts of the world.  
So, if you have not already joined, do so today! Just 
visit http://www.linkedin.com and sign up for a 
free LinkedIn account. Then, when you have 
joined LinkedIn,  
 
1. Visit the ISoP Online members' section and 

generate your password at: 
http://www.isoponline.org/index.php?pag
e=members-section 

2. To generate your new password simply click the 
link which says "New Users / If you have 
forgotten your password (or don't have one) 
click here". 

3. Follow the simple instructions which will come 
up on screen (If you have any problems 
please contact our webmaster 
at simon@seofoundry.co.uk) 

When you log in to ISoP Online members section 
the link to the LinkedIn group will be present. 
Simply follow that link, submit a request to join 
and we will welcome you to our Group within a 
day or two and then you are part of our very special 
interest group (already 113 members)!   
 

Have you moved? 
If there is a mistake in our database, or you have 
changed your address e-mail, do let us know as 
soon as possible! 
 
Please send your letters, comments and 
contributions for ISoP Star to: 
International Society of Pharmacovigilance 
ISoP Secretariat Ltd, 140 Emmanuel Road, 
London, SW12 0HS, UK 
Email: administration@isoponline.org 
Phone / fax: +44 (0)20 256 0027 


